
Steps Who What State Agency
Parts of the State 
Agency/System

Step 1: 
(2 Screening Paths)

1. Newborn/
Infants

2. Children (3-21)

* It is required at specific 
grade levels please see 
ODH guidelines.

• Hospital nurse

• Any trained 
allied medical 
or medical 
professional

• Registered 
school nurse

• Pediatrician

• SLP

• Audiologist

Performs required 
hearing screening for 
newborn infants or 
school age children 

• Ohio 
Department of 
Health (ODH) 

• Ohio 
Department of 
Education (ODE)

• Hospitals

• Clinics

• Schools

Step 2:  
After Screening

• Hospital nurse

• Pediatrician

• School nurse 

Refers family to 
audiologist

For anyone who needs 
additional testing, the 
audiologist performs 
diagnostic audiological 
evaluation, identify 
deafness or hearing loss

• ODH

• ODE

• Hospitals 

• Clinics

• Doctor offices

• School

Step 3:  
After Identification
(2 Paths) 

1. Birth up to 
age 3

2. Age 3-21

1. Family, 
physician, 
audiologist, or 
provider refers 
family to Early 
Intervention 

2. Families inform 
the school 
personnel of 
evaluation 
results

1. IFSP early 
intervention team 
evaluates and 
plans any needed 
supports/services 
for child’s physical, 
cognitive, social 
and emotional 
development

2. School personnel 
review evaluation, 
conduct MFE, 
determine 
eligibility. 

• Development of 
Developmental 
Disabilities 
(DODD) 

• ODE

• Ohio Early 
Intervention 
(OEI)

• County 
Boards of 
Developmental 
Disabilities (DD)

• Local School 
Districts

Step 4a:  
After Early 
Intervention

Two paths – This 
step does not 
apply to those 
identified 3-21. 

IFSP team IFSP team supports 
child’s transition into 
school

• DODD

• ODE

• OEI 

• County Boards 
of DD

Step 4b:  
Receiving Services 
at School

IEP Team Determines eligibility 
and identifies any 
services, supports, 
or accommodations 
needed in the school 
setting, based on 
ETR. Family and 
school team works 
together to develop 
an Individualized 
Education Program 
(IEP), or 504 plan if 
needed.

• ODE • Local School 
Districts

Step 5:  
Transition into 
Adulthood

• IEP team 
(including the 
student)

• Community 
service 
providers 

• State and 
community 
agencies

Create student centered 
plan for transition into 
adulthood including 
employment and/
or further education 
(including college, or 
trade school).

• Opportunities 
for Ohioans 
with Disabilities 
(OOD)

• DODD

• ODE

• Vocational 
Rehabilitation 
(VR) counselors

• Service Support

• CCD

• Administrators 
(SSA)

• Local School 
Districts

• Colleges/trade 
schools

https://odh.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/odh/know-our-programs/infant-hearing-program/infant-hearing/
https://odh.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/odh/know-our-programs/children-s-hearing-vision-program/requirements/school-aged-requirement
https://odh.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/odh/know-our-programs/infant-hearing-program/evaluations/
https://ohioearlyintervention.org/what-can-i-expect-in-ei
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/special-services/ieps/understanding-individualized-education-programs



